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View of Balpakr&aghmara Landscab£

The nortkastern state of Meghalaya is situated in-Brtmadiodiversity hotspot. Along with protected areas, ¢hef faegerstretches
of old growth and secondary forests which are community owned has helped preserve the immense-dawaraitymthiforadibio.

Meghalaya has three primary hill tdaig8a Hills to the extreme east, Garo hills to the extreme west and Khelsediils lsatvdgén. The
Garo hills have possibly the best tract of forests remaining in Meghalaya.

Meghalaya at a glance

Located : North East India

Capital : Shillong

Area 122,429 sqg. km

Population : 2.32 million (Census 2001)

Primary languagegnglish, Khasi and Garo

Tribes : Khasi, Pnar (in Jaintia Hills) and Garo

Balpakram Baghmara Landscape{ BBL)

About Balpakram Baghmara Landscape (BBL)
The BalpakraBaghmara Landscape( BBL) falls in South Garo Hills district of Meghalaya which has the maximunégtestagaverage
The Balpakram Baghmara Landscape ikn? @0@ comprises Balpakram National Pakk#R3ju wildlife sanctuarn@®,Baghmara
Reserve Forest (%) and community owned land . The landscape consists of primary and secondary forest growth of tropical m
forest with maximum elevation of ~900m.

The Garo Hills are predominantly inhabited by the Gachik@amps follow the matrilineal society where property right lies with th
child. Garo consider Balpakram to be a sacred place where human souls take a rest prior to their heavenly journey.

Climate

The winter is between November and March with a mean high of 25 °C and low of 7 °C. Summer is between sfdnAiprdzchéi@ctobe
with maximum temperature of 37 °C. Monsoon hits this region in end April with an annual average rainfah thao0wamet betwe
11,436mm.

Season to visit

e The place can be accessed round the year however the best time to visit between October and April.
e Best time for Butterfly watching is March to June and October to December.

e Best time for Bird watching is October to April.



Flora and fauna of South Garo Hills

Mammals, birds, butterflies, reptiles, amphibiandpantshidsreath
taking flora and fauna to be seen, if one takes the time out to| search for
these elusive sights. Spectacular plants like insectivorous Pifcher Plant
abound as do orchi ds -Lsaidcyhd sa s$ |1 Mepgphearl aQra-6s (4§t ate pl ant
chid.

Mammals of South Garo Hills
Amongst the large mammals, b#visis elephant habitat! An estimated
population of close to 900 elephants exists in the Hdghknana
Landscape (BBL). One needs to be constantly on guard to engure that no
chance encounters with this pachyderm occur. Amongst the [large cats,
ti ger an exist vwtlholpsaer atd imcluding the Civets and Leop-
ard Cats. Not t o bHooldckeGibbonshaseltgma d I ndiabds |[gnly ape
mon in the landscape, with their whoops ringing through the fgrest. Assa-
mese macaque and Stteripd macaque can be seen occasignally
throughout BBL. L e tte Hoarpellied & Qu-r § 8y 6 § S| icp g &€rPicRef Mahtt S
angebellied Squirrels amongst others.

The Genial Pachyderm Leopard Cat Capped Langur Oflaeltied Squirrel

Birds of the South Garo Hills

The BalpakraBaghmara Landscape is classified as one of Meghalaya's Important Bird Area's by the Indian BirdricaBseration Net
Natural History Society and Birdlife International (UK) with the IBAVEH@1dDglerIR70 bird species have been detordghe area
during brief surveys though the actual number could be much greater. Some of the interesting bird specigedihatrdéavelmken sigh
Black & Jerdon's Baza, Mountain Bamboo-@héékital Partridge, Grey Peacock Pheasant, Blyth's Kinyfisloeipdgdger Asian Emer-

ald Cuckoo, Chestwiniged Cuckoo, Olive BulbulBEyeed WreBabbler, Crested Finchbill, Dusky & Exswermed Warblehissite is

the known westernmost distributional limit for tvegeitBuck which is listed as "Endangered”. Other bird spelidsetiiatnd here

(and maybe you can be the one to do so!) are-Giasth 8hrikeabblePteruthius aenobarlosly record from India is a specimen col-
lected from the Garo hills), Fameagted WrdrabbleGSpelaeornis longicaudétaie & endemic) and the FlavescentBuaihohotus fla-
vescens.

Orange bellied Leafbird Small Niltava Longtailed Broadbill Redheaded Trogdremale)



