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Nature Tour to the ñLand of Perpetual Windsò 

South Garo Hills, Meghalaya, India 

The north-eastern state of Meghalaya is situated in the Indo-Burma biodiversity hotspot. Along with protected areas, the presence of large stretches 
of old growth and secondary forests which are community owned has helped preserve the immense faunal and floral bio-diversity of this region. 
Meghalaya has three primary hill ranges-Jaintia Hills to the extreme east, Garo hills to the extreme west and Khasi hills sandwiched in between. The 
Garo hills have possibly the best tract of forests remaining in Meghalaya.  
 
 
Meghalaya at a glance 
Located  : North East India 
Capital  : Shillong 
Area  : 22, 429 sq. km 
Population : 2.32 million (Census 2001)  
Primary languages : English, Khasi and Garo 
Tribes  : Khasi, Pnar (in Jaintia Hills) and Garo 
 
 
 
 
About Balpakram Baghmara Landscape (BBL) 
The Balpakram-Baghmara Landscape( BBL) falls in South Garo Hills district of Meghalaya which has the maximum forest coverage in Meghalaya. 
The Balpakram Baghmara Landscape is ~ 600 km2  and comprises Balpakram National Park (220 km2 ),Siju wildlife sanctuary (6 km2 ),Baghmara 
Reserve Forest (45 km2 ) and community owned land . The landscape consists of primary and secondary forest growth of tropical moist evergreen 
forest with maximum elevation of  ~900m.  
 
The Garo Hills are predominantly inhabited by the Garo Tribe or A.chik. Garos follow the matrilineal society where property right lies with the girl 
child. Garo  consider Balpakram to be a sacred place where human souls take a rest prior to their heavenly journey.  
 
Climate 
The winter is between November and March with a mean high of 25 °C and low of 7 °C. Summer is between end April and October is humid and hot 
with maximum temperature of 37 °C.  Monsoon hits this region in end April with an annual average rainfall  that  varies between  4,000mm to  
11,436mm. 
 
Season to visit 

The place can be accessed round the  year however the best time to visit between October and April.   

Best  time for Butterfly watching is March to June and October to December.   

Best time for Bird watching is October to April.  
 

Organized By 

Samrakshan Eco Tours, Siju Conservation and Tourism Society  

and Gongrot Eco- Tourism  
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Flora and fauna of South Garo Hills 
Mammals, birds, butterflies, reptiles, amphibians, orchids-loads of breath-
taking flora and fauna to be seen, if one takes the time out to search for 
these elusive sights. Spectacular plants like insectivorous Pitcher Plant 
abound as do orchids such as Meghalayaôs state plant- Ladyôs Slipper Or-
chid.            
 
Mammals of South Garo Hills  
Amongst the large mammals, beware-this is elephant habitat! An estimated 
population of close to 900 elephants exists in the Balpakram-Baghmara 
Landscape (BBL). One needs to be constantly on guard to ensure that no 
chance encounters with this pachyderm occur. Amongst the large cats, 
tiger and leopardôs co-exist with lesser cats including the Civets and Leop-
ard Cats. Not to be left behind, Indiaôs only ape-Hoolock Gibbons are com-
mon in the landscape, with their whoops ringing through the forest. Assa-
mese macaque and Stump-tailed macaque can be seen occasionally 
throughout BBL. Letôs not forget the cute rodents-the Hoary-bellied & Or-
ange-bellied  Squirrels amongst others.   

 
 
Birds of the South Garo Hills 
The Balpakram-Baghmara Landscape is classified as one of Meghalaya's Important Bird Area's by the Indian Bird Conservation Network: Bombay 
Natural History  Society and Birdlife International (UK) with the IBA site code IN-ML-01.Over 270 bird species have been recorded from the area 
during brief surveys though the actual number could be much greater. Some of the interesting bird species that have been sighted here include 
Black & Jerdon's Baza, Mountain Bamboo & White-Cheeked Partridge, Grey Peacock Pheasant, Blyth's Kingfisher, Bay Woodpecker Asian Emer-
ald Cuckoo, Chestnut-winged Cuckoo, Olive Bulbul, Eye-Browed Wren-Babbler, Crested Finchbill, Dusky & Eastern-Crowned Warbler. This site is 
the known westernmost distributional limit for the White-winged Duck which is listed as "Endangered". Other bird species that could be found here 
(and maybe you can be the one to do so!) are Chestnut-fronted Shrike-babbler Pteruthius aenobarbus (only record from India is a specimen col-
lected from the Garo hills), Tawny-breasted Wren-babbler Spelaeornis longicaudatus (rare & endemic) and the Flavescent Bulbul Pycnonotus fla-
vescens.     

      

The Genial Pachyderm                 Leopard Cat                 Capped Langur                 Orange-bellied Squirrel           

Ladyôs Slipper              Pitcher Plant  

Orange bellied Leafbird    Small Niltava                      Longtailed Broadbill    Redheaded Trogon( Female) 


